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Meaningful conservation is a top priority for the Shiawassee Conservation Dis-
trict. We are committed to assisting people across our county in protecting the
natural resources we all rely on.

The Conservation District and NRCS are working together to help set conserva-
tion goals, work with people on the land, and provide services. We take great pride
that our agencies were created out of the dust bowl together and we are committed
to putting conservation on the land in partnership.

In 2023, we have assisted many landowners and producers to implement conser-
vation practices through both conservation Farm Bill programs and Conservation
District cost share programs. Conservation practices were implemented on nearly
64,000 acres, totaling more than $1,059,220 for practice implementation through
conservation Farm Bill programs. Additionally, Conservation District cost share
programs provided $121,323 cost share assistance to implement conservation prac-
tices on 3,000 acres. In total, over $1,180,500 was introduced to our local econ-
omy, beginning with conservation planning assistance through our office. Those
impressive numbers were accomplished by participation in voluntary conserva-
tion. Producers and landowners worked with us, one-on-one to develop meaningful
conservation plans. Those plans were developed to protect natural resources in a
way that meets the needs and abilities of the participant.

Each acre of land is unique in its site conditions and uses. This means that the
conservation efforts for each site are also unique. A wide variety of conservation
practices were installed using technical and financial assistance received through
our office. On cropland, our technicians certified more than 2,000 acres of nutrient
management, 3,500 acres of cover crops, and nearly 300 acres of invasive species
control. Other practices applied in 2023 include forest stand improvement, live-
stock watering facilities, conservation cover, and tree/shrub establishment.

32 new EQIP and CSP contracts were approved in 2023. These contracts cover
10,255 acres of land and will bring more than $975,000.00 in practice implemen-
tation dollars over the next five years. In addition to the conservation planned in
these contracts, many more acres will be protected by producers and landowners
who will utilize our technical assistance to complete their conservation plans with-
out enrolling in a program.

As the Shiawassee Conservation District looks forward and enters another year,
we would like to thank everyone — past and present — who have supported our mis-
sion of providing care, informed usage, and protection of our natural resources.
The District will continue to provide innovative assistance to address natural re-
source conservation.
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The Shiawassee Conservation District is led by a five-member Board of
Directors that are LOCALLY ELECTED to serve four-year terms. The
Directors make all the decision regarding District programs and activities.
Pictured left to right: Director Michelle Glass, Treasurer Amanda Martindale,
Chair Tom Braid, Vice Chair Duane Leach, Director Larry Lee.

Open House & Elections April 4

The Shiawassee Conservation District will be hosting an Open House and Elec-
tions Thursday, April 4, 2024, from 2-4 p.m. at the Conservation office located in the
USDA Service Center, 1900 S. Morrice Road, Owosso. The election closes at 4 p.m.
and the results will be announced immediately following. The Open House will be a
time to meet the Board of Directors and staff and learn what programs and opportuni-
ties the District offers.

COLLABORATE » LEARN « FARMER-LED DISCUSSIONS « GLUEST SPEAKERS
EARN RUP CREDITS = MEAEAP PHASE 1

SHIAWASSEE
EARMERY
NETRWORK
CONTINUE THE LOCAL
CONSERVATION CONVERSATION

SHIAWALSEE
COMSLAVATION
EISTRICT

MARCH 19, 2024 +9:00 AM -12:00 PM
HOSTED BY FARM LEADERS MICHELLE & JAKE GLASS
8580 LEHRING RD, DURAND
MIDNR Conservation Officer for Shiawassee County will join us
T ANSWET your desf management to mitigate crop damage questions.

R5VP Is apprecicted but not reguired.
Rtjuest to receive email updates about this, and future
Farmers Network meeatings try emadling shiswasseeCO@macd, orp.
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Leach
Running
for
Re-election

Incumbent Duane
Leach, a resident of
Bennington Township,
| is running unopposed
for re-election for a
seat on the Shiawassee
Conservation  District
Board. He has served on the District Board since 2004.
Duane operates Leach Farms and is a Pioneer Seed repre-
sentative for Washburn Seed LLC.

Leach practices conservation tillage on the approxi-
mately 950 acres he farms, raising corn, soybeans, alfalfa,
and wheat. He maintains grassed waterways, conservation
cover and filter strips to control erosion and protect water
quality. Leach also manages a cow/calf beef herd. In ad-
dition, he manages his woodlots to improve overall forest
health and wildlife habitat.

Conservation District Directors are locally elected and
serve four-year terms. They make all the decisions regard-
ing the District’s programs and activities. The Director
election will take place during the Shiawassee Conserva-
tion District Open house on April 4,2024, from 2pm-4pm.
For more information contact the District office.

COMMITTEDTO
CONSERUATION FOR ALL

Farm Bill Conservation programs offer technical and
financial assistance to producers to protect natural re-
sources like soil, water, and wildlife on their working ag-
ricultural land including cropland, grassland, and woods.
USDA recognizes the need to be inclusive of all people to
ensure equitable access to services. So, there are special
provisions including specific incentives, waivers, priori-
ties, and other flexibilities for producers who meet the
definition for historically underserved producers within
USDA programs. The Shiawassee Conservation District
wants to ensure that all producers with these unique cir-
cumstances are aware of these opportunities.

What does “historically underserved” mean?

Four groups are identified by USDA as Historically Un-
derserved: beginning farmers, socially disadvantaged,
veterans, and limited resource. Definitions for each of
these groups may differ across USDA agencies and/or
programs. The following definitions meet the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) criteria. Please
also note that these definitions are not in their entirety.
A link to a guidebook can be found on the Conservation
District website www.shiawasseeccd.org. A hard copy
can also be obtained by contacting the District office.

Beginning Farmer or Rancher: An individual who
has not operated a farm, ranch, or non-industrial private
forest for more than 10 consecutive years.

Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher: Mem-
bers of a group subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice
because of their identity as members of that group with-
out regard to their individual qualities. These groups

vd

Cesal Well Drilling,LLC I

Geothermal, .ll.grimmurﬂl, Commercial
Residential, Well Repair, 57 to 12" Wells

are: American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black
or African American; Native Hawaiian or other Pacific
Islander; and Hispanic. USDA acknowledges that the
term “socially disadvantaged” is not how individuals
who fit the definitions listed identify themselves. How-
ever, it is used out of necessity as a legal term.

Veteran Farmer or Rancher: An individual who has
served in the armed forces, including a reserve compo-
nent, was released from service under conditions other
than dishonorable; and qualifies as a beginning farmer
or rancher, or first obtained veteran status during the
last 10 years.

Limited Resources Farmer or Rancher: An indi-
vidual who has direct or indirect gross farm sales not
more than the current indexed value in each of the pre-
vious 2 years and has a total household income at or
below the national poverty level for a family of four
in each of the previous 2 years, or less than 50 percent
of the county median household income in each of the
previous 2 years.

Getting conservation on the land is a top priority of
the Shiawassee Conservation District. Free and confi-
dential conservation planning services, as well as con-
servation education are available to anyone who wants
to learn how they can do their part to protect the natural
resources our communities rely on. The Conservation
District is committed to identifying and addressing po-
tential institutional and systemic barriers that prevent
underserved customers from full participation and are
committed to providing services and opportunities
across the county in an equitable way. Contact the Shi-
awassee Conservation District office at (989) 723-8263
ext. 3 for more information.

ME New Parts for Old Tractors®

New parts for
ald tractors

LED lbghds, stabndess stee] mulfers, fenders
stdering wheels, grilles, embierms, gauges, manilolds,
Lattery bomed same, fims, decals snd moee!

1-800-234-3280

Ower 7,000 parts in stock!
1660 5 M 13, Lenincn (B89 exit 123 - 172 mile nohl
Monday' - Friday Bam -5 pr » Saturday & am - 12 pm

Serving Your
Farm
Owners
Insurance
& Business
Auto Needs

a JACOB

iNsHrdnce

Owosso

2021 E. Main St.

989-725-7117

www.jacobsinsurance.com

o e e
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Farm values are at an all
time high. If the time is right
for you to consider
selling your farm, put our
experience to work for you.

SOLD AT AUCTION - 28

Auction
& Real

637 Wright Avenue * Alma, Michigan 4880
www.pavliklle.com

John Pavlik ¢ John Pavlik, Jr.

state L.L.C. Realtor ® Auctioneer

Phone (989) 463-4903
Fax (989) 463-1393
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WILDLIFE HABITAT

1900 S. Morrice Rd.
WORKSHOP MARCH 23
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The Shiawassee Conservation District is offering a
Wildlife Habitat Workshop on Saturday, March 23, from
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. The event will be held at the Shia-
wassee County Fairgrounds Community Center located
at 2900 Hibbard Road, Corunna. It is free to attend.
RSVP is requested to the Conservation District office by
March 18.

Creating and maintaining healthy wildlife habitat on
your property can be fun and rewarding. This workshop
is an opportunity to learn about management options and
conservation programs available to you. Highlighted
topics include making wetlands suitable for ducks, polli-
nator habitat with a focus on conserving bees, conserva-
tion planning, Farm Bill conservation programs, and the
USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program.

Speakers from Ducks Unlimited and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service will join the Shiawassee Conserva-
tion District, including members of the Pollinator Task
Force’s “Bee Squad”. They will be bringing bee sam-

ples collected from their
Farm & Truck Tires

surveys at the Shiawassee
“In the Field and on the Farm Sales and Service”

Arbor Day
is April 26.
Make a plan to
celebrate by
planting trees!

National Wildlife Refuge.
For more information,
RSVP, or to request special
accommodations, please
contact the Shiawassee
Conservation District at
(989) 723-8263 ext 3.

Serving you with
ALL MAJOR BRANDS
of Farm and Truck Tires

TerrY’S TIRE
SERVICE

224 S. Cedar St., Owosso
989-666-0746
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Conservation Planning

Not since Hugh Hammond Bennett, the founder of the Soil Conservation Service and
father of soil conservation made his impassioned plea to Congress to save our nation’s
precious soil more than 80 years ago, have Americans become so aware of our vital
connection to this living and life-giving resource.

Protecting our natural resources starts with thoughtful conservation plans. Bennett is
quoted as saying, “There is no virtue in planning merely for the sake of planning. Un-
less plans can be translated into action, planning becomes a profitless mental exercise.”
In other words, we must not only develop the plans, we must put them into action. The
Shiawassee Conservation District is tasked with providing technical and financial as-
sistance to do just that.

A conservation plan is a record of a landowner’s or operator’s decisions in managing
the natural resources on their land. Each plan is site-specific and addresses all resources
on the property — soil, water, plants, animals, air, people, and energy. “Each field is
unique and needs to be considered individually in a conservation plan,” stated Tom
Wert, SCD Conservation Specialist. The completed plan will include items such as a
land use map, soils information, schedule of recommended practices, and maintenance
schedules. These items will have been developed with the landowners goals and re-
source needs in mind.

The Shiawassee Conservation District works with the landowner throughout the en-
tire planning process, so that the end result is a clear plan that meets their individual
needs. “Our first step is to visit the property and talk with the landowner,” stated Donna
Kanan, SCD Conservation Specialist. “We talk about their goals, operations, and is-
sues related to production or natural resources on their land.” Together, they will create
practical solutions to improve and protect soils, improve water quality and water man-
agement, while maintaining the viability of their operation.

The Shiawassee Conservation District works with many landowners to protect natu-
ral resources on their agricultural operations, in their woodlots, and in their wildlife
areas. Once a conservation plan has been developed, the Shiawassee Conservation
District can provide technical and financial assistance to help implement and maintain
the scheduled practices. In Shiawassee County, common practices include invasive
species control, grassland planting, woodlot management, filter strips, and drainage
water management.

Contact the Shiawassee Conservation District to get started on developing your
unique, individual conservation plan today!

“Out of the long list of nature’s gifts to man, none is perhaps
so utterly essential to human life as soil.”
Dr. Hugh H. Bennett. “father of Soil Conservation”
and the first Chief of the Soil Conservation Service.

FERRALL'S .-
TREE

Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.  In Business
“Old Fashioned Service with Modem Technology”

3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF

FT-I Experlenced Equipped * Insured

Stump Removal

989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561

Maple Rapids
Lumber Mill

‘\‘ PP
* OF STANDING

TIMBER

BUYERS

Ask about our hardwood flooring & trim. - i
.- * Roofing
Bark e Chips );é = « Metal Roofing
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 [ 4 « Concrete
Sat. 8-12 . + Demolition
sseoN.Forestilhe. | - TEJ Builders . ysony
maplerapidslumber.com H
« Excavating - Rough Frami
909-682-4295 an ca a . g ough Framing
Evening Now Installing & Repairing Seamless Gutters
989-330-1994 Joe Huff « (989) 666-6529

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL
989-868-4722 + 1-800-345-SAHR
Check out our web page:
www.sahrcropinsurance.com

ri AN

CROP INSURANCE
Since 1893 Email: mike@sahrcropinsurance.com
MR. HAIL IS COMING Crop Insurance
There’s one thing we know. Specialists. - .-
Its senseless to lose what  geryjce s done on your farm.
you have worked to grow.
ASK FOR AGENTS

9839 Saginaw St. Michael, Ron, Sandy, Dan, Bernie,
Reese, M1 Aaron, Duane & John.

Over 40 Years Experience

989-729-6567

. ——— —

OWOSSO TRACTOR REPAIR & PARTS

Restoration, Repair & Parts Sales

1003 S. Washington St., Owosso
jeremy@owossotractorparts.com

SAHR CROP INSURANCE AGENCY

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

W%W Owner

ERSAT AN
AU E L

Draw Tite Hitches, Meyer Plows,

Owossotractorparts.com Wiring, Repair, Truck & Car Accessories

PH 989-725-9977

710 S. CHIPMAN ST., OWOSSO fax 989-729-6559
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Shiawassee Conservation District staff members Melissa Higbee, Andrea
Wendt, and Donna Kanan participated in the North Central Region NCDEA’s
District staff training in downtown Detroit September 2023. Day one of the
two-day training focused on DEI (Diversity, Equity and Inclusion) strategies
and learning to develop a Plan of Work to best meet the needs of all our
constituents. Day two ended with a Detroit urban agriculture tour. Pictured is
Donna and Melissa with a farmer from the UGAFARM. This farm is supported
by Detroit and Ann Arbor’s Ugandan community. They grow healthy produce
available to the City of Detroit residents including foods commonly used in
Ugandan and traditional African-American diets, like collards and okra. Also
pictured is the entire group at Pingree Farms. This farm is one of the largest
urban farms in the City of Detroit. They are dedicated to neighborhood
revitalization and youth education through experiences on their nearly 25 total
acres of vegetable and animal production. We at the Shiawassee Conservation
District believe that opportunities, such as this training, are opportunities
to learn from other Districts and organizations so that we can better serve
Shiawassee County. We know voluntary conservation is the key to protecting
the natural resources we all depend on.

it’s not special treatment,
if you treat everyone special.

INSURANCE

LIFE = HOME = CAR = BUEINESS

Owosso * 989-725-7134

info@clh-insurance.com

CSP Benefits
Forestland Owners

Forestry plays a crucial role in Michigan’s
economy and environment. The state
is known for its vast forested areas,
which provide numerous benefits
such as timber production, wildlife
habitat, recreational opportunities, and
clean air/water. However, unmanaged,
these forests face various challenges,
including invasive species, forest stand
degradation, wildfires, and unsustainable
logging practices.

The Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP) aims to address these challenges
by providing financial and technical
assistance to landowners and agricultural

producers. CSP offers opportunities
for producers to expand on existing
conservation efforts by applying new
conservation practices, enhancements,
and bundles. These new activities have
the potential to help enhance a site’s
natural resources and improve the
owner’s overall operation.

Although it is commonly known that
CSP offers opportunities for producers
to expand existing conservation efforts
on agricultural land and farmsteads, it
can also be applied to private forest land.
Private forest lands make up a large and
important portion of the forested land
base in Michigan, with nearly 11 million
acres, or 57% of Michigan’s forested

Continued on Page 7

599 S. Gould St.
Owosso, Ml 48867

SHIAWASSEE

Kris Hammond
Plant Manager

Krishammond@modernconcrete.us

P: (989) 723-1622
C: (989) 277-1584

Serving Shiawassee County
& Surrounding Areas

e Lawn Fertilization Services
e Weed & Grub Control

e Lawn Aeration

¢ Perimeter Pest Gontrol

¢ Mosquito Control

* Tree & Shrub Plant Healthcare
¢ Flea & Tick Control

5% PREPAY
DISCOUNT

Licensed & Insured

State Certified Pesticide
Applicators

Locally Owned & Operated
Residential & Commercial

~ Stine Turk & Snow

1001 N. SAGINAW ST., DURAND

FREE

Preventative Grub
Control with
5 Application
Program

Customers have online account access.
See what applications are done, pay
bills, enroll in AutoPay and sign up for
additional services.

NOW is the TIME
for Crabgrass Control

Marc Stine, President - marc@stinelawn.com

MSU Turfgrass Graduate
35 Years Experience

WWW- STI N E LAWN - CO M *new customers only
989-666-1200 - facebook.com/stineturf
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The
Conservation
District
Association
President,
Conservation
Executive
Melissa

National

Employees
(NCDEA)
Shiawassee
District
Director
Higbee, and
NCDEA Executive
Director Tim Riley
participated in the USDA-NRCS National Leadership Team meeting held in
Bloomington, MN last November. They joined state and national leadership
from across the country, including USDA Undersecretary for Farm Production
and Conservation Robert Bonnie.

INFLATIONG,
REDUCTION

Thinking of
Selling Your
Line of
Equipment?

9858238835 - VASSAR. Ml - WWW BIDNOW .US

Get the best audience
possible by selling your
equipment in one of our

Online Auctions!

Call NOW to discuss selling
your Equipment in 2024 and
take advantage of current
Equipment Prices.

i, _ ;’_‘-Gwass_.ﬂ.
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LOCALLY LED CONSERVATION

Locally led conservation is based on the principle that community stakeholders are
best suited to deal with local resource problems. It is driven by the community’s natural
resource conservation needs and requires involving people and organizations in the
planning process and working to successfully execute a long-range plan. The Shiawas-
see Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
held a Local Work Group (LWG) meeting in September as part of that process. The
public was invited and encouraged to attend and participate. The public was also of-
fered the opportunity to take a Natural Resource Assessment Survey.

The Shiawassee Conservation District and NRCS work one-on-one with landown-
ers through conservation planning and assistance designed to benefit natural resources
including soil, water, air, plants, and animals. LWG meetings and Natural Resource
Assessment Surveys are a valuable part of the District and NRCS’s planning process,
providing an opportunity for local land managers, landowners, and colleagues to be
part of the collaborative effort to improve natural resource within our County. The
community feedback provided helps all of us work towards a stronger, healthier, and
more economically viable community and agricultural industry.

The LWG meeting and the survey provided valuable advice to the Shiawassee Con-
servation District Board and NRCS District Conservationist concerning the imple-
mentation of conservation programs in Shiawassee County. Through this process, we
learned that our constituents want us to focus on the following over the next five years:
* Top three water quality priorities: 1. Drinking water/groundwater, 2. Farmland sur-
face water runoff, 3. Rivers/streams.

* Top three forest/woodland priorities: 1. Invasive species management, 2. Plant and
wildlife habitat, 3. Loss due to housing development.

* Top three agriculture/farmland priorities: 1. Farm chemicals/fertilizers/pesticides, 2.
Pollinator/wildlife habitat, 3. Groundwater quality.

* Top three non-farmed land priorities: 1. Invasive species/native plants, 2. Pollinator
populations, 3. Wildlife habitat.

* Top three quality of life/human behavior priorities: 1. Hazardous materials, 2. Inva-
sive species/native plants, 3. Recycling/proper garbage disposal.

The locally-led conservation effort is the foundation of
the conservation program delivery process. “The Shia-
wassee Conservation District promotes the responsible
land use decisions for the conservation, protection, and
improvement of our natural resources,” stated Shiawas-
see Conservation District Executive Director Melissa
Higbee. “Feedback from our County residents is vitally
important to help decide what services and programs we
will offer in the future.” The Shiawassee Conservation
District appreciates those who participated. Offering
programs that best serve the District constituents pro-
motes the voluntary conservation concept that works
best to protect the natural resources we all depend on.

[ 8 i ] L

The Shiawassee Conservation District held a
Beekeeping Basics Workshop in February 2023. This
workshop was designed to help beginner beekeepers
understand what is necessary to get started in
beekeeping. Attendees also learned about conservation
programs offered through the District office and how
they could complement their beekeeping operation.
Pictured are Shiawassee Conservation District staff
and workshop presenters.
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TREES: WATER QUALITY
GUARDIANS

Trees play a pivotal role in improving water quality.
There are many ways you can support these amazing
plants that protect our planet’s most precious resource.

Trees function as natural filters by capturing and absorb-
ing pollutants from the soil with their extensive root sys-
tems. When established next to water, trees protect against
polluted runoff. Their network of tree roots reduce erosion
and stabilize shores and banks by binding the soil. Trees
not only capture sediment from runoff, but they also mod-
erate water temperatures and provide habitat.

Trees play a part in nutrient cycling by absorbing nutri-
ents like nitrogen and phosphorus from the soil. This helps
reduce issues such as algal blooms in water bodies. Trees
also release water vapor into the atmosphere through tran-
spiration. This part of the water cycle increases oxygen
levels in surface water and helps aquatic ecosystems.

You can play arole in improving water quality by plant-
ing trees. These green additions act as a natural defense
by reducing water pollution and fostering a healthier
environment. Adopting sustainable practices in your
gardening or landscaping is equally essential. Prioritize
existing tree cover and be mindful of choices such as the
use of fertilizers or pesticides.

Working
For You

Continued on Page 8

Agricultural Incentives

Program in the Looking

Glass River Watershed
2023 Recap

The Looking Glass River Watershed Restoration Proj-
ect is part of a grant awarded to the Shiawassee Con-
servation District (SCD) in fall of 2020 through the
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy (EGLE) Nonpoint Source Program. The goal of
this project is to conserve and protect water quality by
helping agricultural producers integrate conservation
practices into their operations.

The Agricultural Incentives Program (AIP) is includ-
ed in the Looking Glass River Watershed Restoration
Project. This program assists agricultural producers
in the Looking Glass River Watershed improve water
quality through voluntary

phorus load by 15,730 pounds and Nitrogen by 40,300
pounds. SCD staff conducted 37 field visits, developed 6
conservation plans, and helped facilitate the application
process for numerous landowners applying for conserva-
tion Farm Bill programs.

“It has been a productive year working in this wa-
tershed,” stated SCD Conservation Specialist Andrea
Wendt, “I'm looking forward to getting more conser-
vation on the ground and reaching more individuals in
2024.” Funds are still available to agricultural producers
wishing to participate in the Agricultural Incentives Pro-
gram. To find out if you qualify, and for more informa-
tion on how you can make positive changes to help our
most precious water resources, contact the Shiawassee
Conservation District.

This information is part of a larger project funded by
EGLE under the NPS Control Fund and Section 319 of
the federal CWA.

programs. Producers can
receive technical and fi-
nancial assistance to incor-

tices into their operations.
Conservation  practices

1887

ﬁﬁ Hastings Mutual

porate conservation prac- |[—Bl4 I IHSURANCE
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available through this pro-
gram include cover crops,
nutrient management, no-
till, and filter strips.
Eleven producers en-
rolled in the AIP, totaling

AT

615 W. Broad St., Chesaning

Sovis Insurance Agency

(989) 845-3400 www.sovisins.com

2,654 acres. The conserva-
tion practices applied on
these acres reduced sedi-
ment by 956 tons, Phos-

16212 Ridge Rd. ¢* |
)

Freezer Pork * Feeder Pigs * Hog Roasting

Jeremy McAllister 989-666-0206

Oakley, MI 108 Mill St., Ovid

Applebee Oil

989-834-2828 or 800-882-0876

& Propane

Soy Diesel

Ethanol Free 90 Octane
Recreational Gasoline
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A division of The Independent Newsgroup
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Your area direct mail specialist

66+

Usa,
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owossoindependent.com
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CSP Benefits

Continued from Page 4

land base. Forest management decisions
on these lands have important impacts on
the nature and level of benefits derived
from the land.

CSP encourages the expansion and/
or adoption of conservation practices
that promote sustainable forestry
management. The forest management
practices generally implemented through
CSP include forest stand improvement,
brush management, invasive species
control, snags/dens, pollinator and
beneficial insect habitat, and forest
health management. By implementing
conservation practices on their forestland,
landowners can enhance the resilience
of their forests to climate change, reduce
the risk of forest fires, and improve
the quality of timber produced. These
practices also help to protect and restore
wildlife habitat, ensuring the long-term
viability of Michigan’s diverse plant and
animal species.

In addition to the environmental
benefits, applying CSP to private
forest lands also provides economic
incentives for landowners to participate
in the program. Through financial
assistance, landowners can offset the
costs associated with implementing
conservation  practices. USDA is
increasing the minimum annual payment
for agricultural producers participating

in the Conservation Stewardship
Program from $1,500 to $4,000 starting
in fiscal year 2024. The increase

addresses challenges faced by small
scale, underserved, and urban producers
and improves equity in the program by
making participation more financially
beneficial for smaller operations. This
new minimum payment is available for
new and renewed CSP contracts.
Shiawassee County landowner and
forester Ben Schram has worked closely
with the Shiawassee Conservation

District to plan for and implement
conservation practices on his property.
He and his wife Chelsee are currently
enrolled in a CSP contract that includes

several activities within his forested
land. When asked what initially got him
interested in CSP, Ben responded with,
“We had recently completed all the
conservation practices outlined in our
conservation plan and EQIP contract.
We wanted to do more to protect
water quality and benefit pollinating
insects. CSP was a logical option,
especially because of the generous
financial assistance associated with
participation in the program.” Ben and
Chelsee are presently struggling with
woody invasive species and increasing
biodiversity within their woods. Due
to these struggles, they are currently
implementing brush management and
forest stand improvement practices in
their woods. We asked Ben how he
thought CSP had directly benefited their
forested land and/or forestry throughout
Michigan and he responded with, “Our
forest and adjacent habitats are certainly
in better shape since participating in
CSP. We have been able to reinvest these
funds into combating woody invasives
and increasing biodiversity. Our forest
is more resilient to a changing climate
and the next catastrophic bug, as well
as providing a more diverse long-term
food source for our beekeeping business.
Owning woodlands costs money. There
are constant pressures on converting
ours’ and others’ family forests to other
land uses, like traditional agriculture or
building developments. The money we
received from CSP helps relieve those
pressures because it pays to keep forests
as forests.”

The Conservation Stewardship Program
is an important initiative that focuses
on promoting sustainable agricultural
and forestry practices. By providing
financial and technical assistance, the
program helps landowners and forest
managers  implement  conservation
practices that enhance the health and
productivity of Michigan’s forests.
Through this program, Michigan can
continue to benefit from its valuable
forest resources while ensuring their
long-term sustainability.
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Shlawassee Conservatlon District staff attended the Natlonal Association of
Conservation District Annual Meeting held in New Orleans, LA in February 2023.
Pictured are the attendees from Michigan. Left to right: Michigan Association
of Conservation District President Jerry Miller, Shiawassee Conservation
District Conservation Specialist Donna Kanan, Shiawassee Conservation
District Executive Director Melissa Higbee, Kalkaska Conservation District
Conservation Specialist Renee Penny, Michigan Association of Conservation
District Executive Director Dan Moilanen, Michigan Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development Private Lands Forestry Program Manager Ben Schram,
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Conservation
Programs Manager John Switzer.

LOCAL LENDER

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS-

#* RBural home and land loans
= Agricuttural financing

= Crop and life insurance

= Construction loans

* Tax and accounting sendices

%GreenStune:

FARM CREDIT SERVICES

(a1 Contact us in Corunna at 589-743-5606 =1

wanagreenstonefcs.com

Quality & Precision
in every foot!

Custom Field Ti lmg GPS Controlled

FREE Gene Ziola 989-245-1426
ESTIMATES  Jeramie Ziola 989-798-4889
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Shiawassee Conservation District’s newest
conservation team member is Conservation Specialist
Danner Molnar. Danner is pictured taking soil
samples for a pasture management plan. We work
with producers and landowners to develop meaningful
conservation plans for all land uses including pasture,
crops, woods, and idle lands.

TREES: WATER OUALITY GUARDIANS

Continued from Page 6

Raising awareness about the importance of trees for water quality can begin in
your own community. Share your knowledge with neighbors through conversations
that highlight the functions of trees. Leave a lasting impact right from your doorstep
by helping others understand what it means to the environment to plant a tree.

Recognize yourself as a tree steward by understanding the crucial role of trees.
Show off your appreciation of trees as they perform their duties of water quality
guardians. Trees are truly remarkable as they ensure a healthier and more sustain-
able environment for generations to come.

The Shiawassee Conservation District is accepting orders for the Spring Tree and
Shrub Sale now through April 1. Visit www.shiawasseeccd.org or call the District
office for more information.

Labor Auction
March 14, 7pm

Corunna HS Gym 417 E.King St.,, Corunna Door Prizes
Do you need help doingsome S0/50 Raffle
spring cleaning or fixing fence? QUﬁsticyns,

call Brian

. Qur Corunnaand I?urand FFA n'1embers.are 089-743-3441
auctioning 8 hours of their personal time to raise money (CHS)

for their chapter activities. or Torey
. . 989-288-2648
Two Great Events At One Location On One Night! (DHS)

Good Food On 50th Ann ua' ShOW MMOGTA

Grounds Souvenirs

August 16-18, 2024

W WICAzgg,,
m FEATURING:

%0 g 1racron 5™
17180 W Ferden Rd, Oakley, i ~Battle of the Colors

Tractor
Pulls

Working

Displays

Michigan's Largest
Gas Tractor Show!

Exhibitors: 2 Free Passes
No ATV's Except Handicap
No Pets on Grounds
No Camping with Displays
Primitive Camping Only
Free Parking

Live Demos
Cider Mill « Steam Engines
Black Smith « Handle Mill

Gates open at 7:00am Daily
Donations: Adults $10
Students 13-18 years $5
Kids 12 & Under Free
Senior $5 (Friday Only)

3 Day Pass $20

Veneer Mill « Saw Mill
Flea Market ¢+ Arts & Crafts
Kids Crafts * Petting Zoo

For More Info Visit mmogt_a.org

PARSON | DEDIC

WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP

WELLS FARGO ADVISORS FINANCIAL NETWORK

www.parsondedicwmg.com

201 N. Washington St. ¢ Owosso, MI 48867 ¢ 989.725.8131

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC.
Parson | Dedic Wealth Management Group is a separate entity from WFAFN. CAR #0223-04397

For the return
of a lifetime’s
work, make
no mistake!

When it comes to the
important decisions
when selling your farm,
you can't afford to make
the wrong choice.

We know Michigan.

And we're here to help you
through this transition with
appraisals, real estate
listings, or auctions.

SHERIDAN

TY & AUCTION CO.

— "(517) 676-9800
SheridanAuctionService.com






